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DECLINED WITH TBANK9. 
We received on the name day, last week, an 
article headed "Paul's Penny Collection", from 
, an eiteemed brother at Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, 
land another from a sister at Huntington, Indiana, 
ftigned "Hopeful," which we must respect lully de- 
' dim: to publish, tor several reasons. While we 
l do not possess an amount of modesty that is at all 
likely to injure us, we are not entirely devoid of 
pie (Trace. Although that e*en is not the maiti 
reason upon which our objection to the publica- 
tion of the articles it based. It is that it would 
iivert the efforts and liberality of the brotherhood 
rom the greater to the lesser good. The work 
hey propose would no doubt be a good one, and 
i indicative ot a high type o! gratitude, but it ap- 
ron to as like spending a dollar in nickle-plat- 
»g the plow handles instead of sharpening the 
.>ini. Iiather a blunt comparison, perhaps, but 
re hope most of our readers can see the point. It 
rould be a work of charity, but it ia uot a neccisi- 
i by any means. 

The article which called forth the liberal pro- 
' positions of our brother and sister, was not pub- 
lished with any audi motive. It was purposely 
crowed out three or more weeks alter it was j„ 
-type, and if our contributors bad furnished ub 
atter original matter, it would in all proba- 
bility hiv e been dist ributed without being used. 
We do flat wish to blame any one elselhaiToiir- 
StWir being poor. We have c In men that 
[line, aud are still willingly persisting in it. Our 
readers may uot all know it ; some may, but we 
io. We had a uice little home in Morrison's Cove; 
■all and humble it is true, but it was our own, 
id it was paid for. It was exchanged for a reut- 
. one, and the capital invested in printing mater- 
ial. In due time we owned a large domicile, which 
I again was exchanged for a larger field of useful- 
ness, as we thought. And again and again, have 
we exchanged better tor woise — in a pecuniary 
, sense — that we might be more useful in the Mas- 
ter's service. Hence to be honest with our friends 
advise them to contribute to the cause directly. 
That ia the place it would be most likely to be 
invested at any rate. If we had a hutne worth 
five thousand dollars we would sell it to-morrow 
(to-day is Sunday) if we could, and it we could not 
we would mortgage it, and give two thousand 
dollars of the proceeds to the college and invest 
the other three in the publishing business, unlesa 
we should be stricken with an attack of self-inter- 
i est such as we have never felt before. 

There is the ministry to be sustained, a publish 
r ing house to be established, and a college debt to 
i be paid. These are actually needed. For want of 
J then, the prosperity of the cause of Christ is much 
[hindered among us. For the success of these in- 
Brsts we have a thousand times more concern 
[than tor our own comfort. Let our brother of 
Penturytvai'ia, or others of like minded liberality, 
propose a plan by which the college debt may be 
paid ; let our sister of Indiana propose to head a 
iist with a like liberal amount toward putting our 
[dishing company into active operation, with a 
'which will enable them to produce the 
literature for the church in all ita de- 
Its ; let whosoever will propose a feasible 
ar establishing a mission fund, and you 
'only find our columns open, but we shall 
eraily in proportion to oar means, in nion- 
■a and talent to make each enterprise a suc- 


ELDER P. 1 BROWN SURPRISED. 
.Saturday the brethren, sisters and friends 
■er Philip Brown, met at his house, in or- 
■how the old brother some of the respect 
al for him, and to otter htm some encour- 
pQMnt. As a surprise to him it was a success, 
i did not suspect anything of the kind. In the 
ay of attendance it was a grand success, there 


happy aa they could be. At the people came 
trom different parts, and Mm* quit* a distance, 
they could not well select and obtain a suitable 
present, hence a puree waa made up for him, 
which when counted footed up to the snug amount 
of 135.75 cents. This was presented to brother 
Brown with the following remarks : 

Brother Brown : Your friends have called upon 
you rather unceremoniously to day, and sow I 
am -called upon to address yon with a little speech 
without any preparation. Under such ci roam- 
stances one hardly knows just how to behave, 
what to say or how to say the tittle that one can 
think of. We have met as friends, as people and 
pastor. We wanted to do something good to some- 
body, and to make somebody feel good. And in 
looking over our catalogue of friends, there at the 
very head of the list stood the name of our vener- 
able, true aud tried friends, Philip J, Brown and 
hie faithful wife. They were jo*t our subjects. 
The very parties we wanted. Philip is deserving 
of it. He iaa good brother. To many of ua be has 
been a father iu the church. He has been an in- 
defatigable worker in the church as a minister. 
He is always toreiucst in every good work. He 
has also had his crosses and his losses, and some- 
times gets the blues a little. We will devote a 
day to his benefit, and try to lift his heart above 
all care and anxiety, by tillling his house with 
friends and neighbors, and thus paint a silver lin- 
ing on some dark cloud that may be hovering 
over him. This was the intent <*( our coming 
to you to-day. We have filled your house with 
people every oue of whom loves you. If our com* 
ing has made your own hearts any lighter, and 
caused the sky above you to look any brighter, we 
will all be the happier for our coming. 

Aud your friends have authorized me to pre* 
sent to you and sister Brown this donation, not aa 
a remuneration, but simply aa a slight indication 
that we place a value aa well as honor upon your 
iiiltueuce upon our community. 

Trj this brother Brown responded in a very ap 
propriate manner, though very briefly, indicating 
that he was too full for utterance. He was followed 
by brethren Yoder, Eeefer, aud Jacobs with time- 
ly speeches. 

Devotional services were opened by singing the 
first two stanzas ot the hymn beginning, "When 
sli all we meet again," and prayer, and closed by 
singing the last two stanzas of the same hymn and 
the benediction. 

Then the happy company began to disperse ; 
and by seven o'clock in the evening we were home 
again. 

Thanks to brother D. J. Meyers for the use of 
bis horse and buggy. The ride waa much appre- 
ciated. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 

What ia the difference between a miracle aud a 
wonder ? In explaining or defining a miracle the 
other day, i got terribly mixed up. Please ex- 
plain. H. E. J. 

A miracle is a departure from the law of na- 
ture or the established course of events, caused by 
the intervention of divine power. A wonder is 
something that surprises and astonishes us ; al- 
though a little unusual yet not necessarily a de- 
parture from the established course of events. 
Something of an unusual size may be a wonder, 
but is note miracle. The Brookiin bridge ia a 
wonder of science aud art ; the Pyramids of Egypt 
are great wonders, but neither of them are mira- 
cles. A mjracle is always performed directly by 
God, for a definite purpose, generally in answer 
to the prayer of faith, and entirely independent 
and sometimes contrary to any existing or knowu 
law. A miracle is always wonderful ; but a won- 
der is not necessarily miraculous. 

What are we to understand by the words ot 
Christ : "Ye muBt he born again T What change 
takes place in the new birth 1 In John 8 : 5 does 
'•born of water" mean baptism? J. T. D. 

So far as the literal meaning of "born" ia con- 
cerned the expresaion is figurative. Still if we 
look at this word at meaning a "coming forth" it 
is as literal as can be. Paul uses other words to 
express the same meaning. In 2 Cor. 5 : 17, he 
speaks of this fact as becoming a "new creature." 
We come forth from sin and disobedience to a 
higher life of purity and obedience. Peter says 
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obe- 
dience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the breth- 
ren, love one another from the heart fervently, 
having been begotten again, not of corruptible aeed 
but of incorruptible seed through the word ot 
God. " 1 Peter 1 : 22, 28. This ia a great change, 
it meaos nothing more or leas than a radical rev- 
olution of the whole man. His affections, desires, 
hopes, and consequent". y his actions are entirely 
revolutionised. Paul in the verse referred to 
above, says, "Old things are passed away ; behold 
all things are become new." This change is about 
as near a new birth as it ia possible for any one to 
get. This new birth requires a crucifixion of our 
old lusts and alto all skeptical and infidel ideas. 

The 


; about sixty-five grown persoas present be 

. the children. In sociability it waa a very It meaoa becoming again as little children 
toyaW* affair, ai all present seemed to be as | great trouble with the modern christian is, in- 


stead of being a dutiful child, ha pretends to know 
more than he really does. Ha think* God said 
on* thing and meant something else. This ia 
what we infer from the actions of men, when di- 
rect commands are entirely ignored. 

Yes, "born ot water" means baptism, and noth- 
ing else. There cannot be any bettor evidence of 
a new birth than the un com promising and honest 
obedience to this command of God, Mark we 
say, honest obedience, for many may have been 
baptized and still not be born again. Bxptism is 
baptism and not sprinkling or something else. 
How any honest and unprejudiced person can 
read God's word and see baptism in any other 
light than that of immersion is a mystery to na. 
The very words here, "born of water" implies 
that And so by our obedience to the Father's 
will, we become as little children by giving up oar 
own opinions and completely surrendering to 
what he asks. If we look upon baptism merely 
aa a teat of faith, we can see it in a new light, and 
many who now ignore it must feel condemned. 

Are we, as christians, supposed to obey the ten 
command meuU, or are they no longer in force T 

8. TJ. 

You do not read your paper as you ought to, 
for we have already answered this a month or so 
ago. Why, certainly the ten commandments are 
in force to-day as much as ever. We can- 
not see whst christians mean by asking such ques- 
tions. How, in the name of common sense, can 
we, as the Lord's disciples, help but obey them, if 
we keep the Lord's sayings ? Do people think 
that under the new dispensation they have a li- 
cense to make and worship idols, kill, defraud, 
malign or otherwise ill-treat their fellow crea- 
tures 'i This is what the Ten Commandments 
prohibit. The Lord commented on these com- 
mands and told us what constituted a violation of 

them. 

i 

What ia the eiu of blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, mentioned in Matth. .12 : 31, 32, and pro- 
nounced by the Lord as unpardonable? 

A. R. D. 

As the answer to tbia question will require 
more time than we can conveniently spare right 
now f and as we have many correspondents who, 
no doubt, have studied this subject, and are fully 
qualified to enlighten our readers, we respectfully 
solicit an answer from some one or two of them. 

Please explain 1 Cor. 8: 12 — 16, especially verse 
15 ? D. W. 

The scripture reads thus ; "Now if any man 
build upon tbia foundation [the preceding verse 
says this is Jeans Christ.] gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every man's work 
shall be made manifest : for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; and the 
tire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
It any man's work abide which be hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any 
man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss ; 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." 
If we can get the proper idea of what is meant by 
the gold, silver, &c, we can easily get at the inter- 
pretation. Some people look upon this material 
a a rep reseti ting the doctrines of the church. We 
look at itotherwiae. We believe this material to 
be men and women — that is the members of the 
church militant Right in connection with this 
scjipture, Paul says, " Ye are God's husbandry, ye 
are God's building," u yc are the temple of God." 
Then again in I Peter 2:5, " Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house." Now we 
are to infer from the gold, silver, wood, stubble, 
&c, that there is a great difference between the 
material that constitutes the church. Some, like 
gold, silver, and prxoioua stones, will stand the 
lest of tire ; bat the wood, hay and stubble will be 
consumed. Our Lord tells ua this much in his in- 
terpretation of the parable of the sower. See 
Matt. 13 : 18—28. Then according to this falae 
converts would not stand the test, and those who 
built them into the temple would sutler loss in 
seeing how much of their labor had been in vain ; 
"but he himself shall be saved." 

Why are some Christian organizations' called 
Baptists ? Don't alt who profess to follow Christ 
believe in baptism in some form or other ? 

C.B.J. 

If we only knew your object in sending this 
query, we would know better how to answer it 
The reason some are called Baptists, ia because 
they make baptism or immersion essential to 
church fellowship. While the great majority oi 
christian denominations embody in their creeds 
that baptism is necessary to church fellowship, it 
ia often only a farce. Many are taken into full 
communion without any form of what even they 
call baptism. We have known children taken 
into church and a certain form gone through in 
which the child is supposed to be sprinkled, and 
yet not a drop touches the child. The adminis- 
trator would dip his hand in the bowl, then shake 
the water on the floor, and then touch the back of 
the ohiidVhsad with the back of his hand. If 
there la nothing in this sprinkling then why do 


thsjy go through tbia form and make a mockery of 
it ? Why not abandon it altogether as a nonessen- 
tial ? We consider the fact that as immersionists 
everywhere are recognised as "baptists" by all 
denominations, the religious world unconsciously 
testifies strongly is favor of immersion. In the 
en* instance baptism is made a test ot christian 
fellowship ; in the other it ia not One says and 
does, the other says but does not. Which ia 
right? 


When a man baa nothing else to do and can 
get no work, he might go fishing. There iano 
occasion for being idle. 

We have a report of the proceedings of the 
German Baptist district meeting of Northern Illi- 
nois, which will appear next week. 

It is said of John Bright, that he was very fond 
of poetry. It is getting a little late for it now ; 
but there is lots in our waste basket though per- 
haps a little wilted. 

We now learn that the Mount Morris College 
property has been reclaimed from the Studebaker 
Wagon Mann factoring Co., and that the Col- 
lege will be continued. We are awaiting full par- 
ticulars, and are happy to announce that an edu- 
cational institution will remain at Mt. Morris. 

To all desiring to attend the annual meeting of 
the German Baptist church (Duukarda) to be held 
at Miller's Crossing, Ohio, tht B. & 0. R, R, Com. 
pany wilLsell round trip tickets at one fare for 
the round trip ; tickets will he good going, from 
May 20th to June 8th, and will be good returning 
until J une 20th. 

All parties interested are notified that the an- 
nual election of Trustees of Ashland College will 
occur on Thursday, June 12th, prox. Five trus- 
tees are to lie elected. Any member of either of 
the three branches of the Dunkard church, who 
have contributed fifty dollars or more to the col- 
lege, has a vote, and should see that it is east 

The execution of two unfortunate culprits in 
our town last Friday, slightly demoralized our 
printer force so that we could not get a fall sheet 
out in time ; hence this half sheet. It will also 
serve to remind our readers of what we will be 
obliged to return to unless our list of patrons shall 
be largely increased. Next week we expect to be 
out in all on r glory again. 

Whenever you feel like condemning or de- 
nouncing a fellow creature, just put yourself in 
his place and it will invariably cause yon to be 
lenient in your judgment We should try to en- 
ter into the feelings of those who ofiend ua. We 
should investigate the motives, and try to make 
their circumstances oar own, and then see how 
we wonld act under the same impulses. This is a 
splendid rule and would save much heart ache 
and trouble. 

A skilful blacksmith knows when to strike 
hard and when to strike easy. He knows when 
to use his heavy sledge and when to us* his light 
hammer. The same tool will not do all kinds of 
work. One piece of work needs a heavy blow, 
another a very delicate stroke, or the same piece 
needs but a very few strokes of the sledge, while 
it needs much coaxing with the smaller hammer 
to bring it to ita proper shape. So ministers and 
parents ought to discriminate. Sledge-hammer 
work does very well sometimes; but in the wrong 
place aud at the wrong time, it does more harm 
than good. 

Republican National Convention will meet at 
Chicago, June 2nd. To delegates and all others 
who wish to attend the convention, the Baltimore 
A Ohio Railroad Company will sell round trip 
tickets, at reduced rates, good going May 39, to 
June 2nd, good returning until June 18th. 

The B. A 0. offers special inducements. They 
are tbe only line running three solid trains daily 
between the Ohio River and Chicago, making 
from six to seven hours' quicker time than other 
routes; through steeping cars on all express trains. 
The B. A 0. is the only line landing passengers at 
the Exposition Building where the convention 
will be held. Take tbe B. A O., and avoid omni- 
bus transfers. 

Energy must be guided by understanding. 
When we strike, we should bit something or we 
will be merely heating the air, Aud our strength 
will be wasted to no purpose. Preachers of the 
gospel sometimes show great energy and they 
apeak loud; but unless they have thoughts and 
facts behind their words, they are only making a 
noise, and their talk amounts to nothing. We 
may have hammers in our hands, and we may be 
able to strike, and strike hard ; but judgment 
must guide the blow so that we may strike the 
nail fairly. We may bend or break or mis*. Be 
sure to hit it, and not your fingers. We are all 
ready with onr hammers, but how about the 
nails. 

The annual meeting of the OldJGerman Baptist 
Church (Dunkardt,) to be held at Middlebnry, 
Md., commencing May 22nd, and continuing until 
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